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April 2022

5:30 a.m. On the Eastern Promenade
10 a.m. Easter Service
“The Gift of Bridge Building”
with the
Portland Brass Quintet

From Pastor Bryan

Lent 2022 at State Street Church

Gifts of the Dark Wood

Study Group, Worship Themes, and Special Services
Grounded on the book Gifts of the Dark Wood by Eric Elnes
our journey is about how experiences of life through the
"dark wood" (uncertainty, emptiness, feeling lost, etc.) can be
experienced as gifts. How can the struggles of life be the seedbed
of spiritual awakening to the fullness of life?

Lenten Schedule
Sun. April 3, 10 am, Lent 5
The Gift of Temptation
Wed. April 6, 7 pm
Small study group, on zoom
Sun. April 10, 10 am, Palm Sunday “The Gift of Misfits “
Wed. April 13, 7 pm
Small study group, on zoom
Thurs. April 14, 7 pm Maundy Thursday in Chapel Hall, service of Tenebrae
Fri. April 15, noon-3 pm, Good Friday, Sanctuary open for prayer and meditation, David Maxwell on the Organ

Sun. April 17, Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service on the Eastern Promenade, 5:30 a.m.
“The Gift of Bridge Building” 10 a.m.

Easter Flowers and Gifts
If you would enjoy seeing a host of flowers on the
altar on Easter Sunday, April 17th, you are invited to
remember your loved ones by contributing to our
annual Easter Flower display.

You are also invited to help State Street Church continue its good works through a
contribution to the Memorial Fund in memory of a loved one.
Please fill out the order form below and return it to the church with your check,
payable to State Street Church, by April 11th.
You may also call the church office (207-774-6396) and provide this
information, or email the information to office@statestreetchurch.org
Please print all names EXACTLY as you wish them to appear in the Sunday Bulletin.
Donor's Name ______________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
Telephone Number ____________________________
In Memory of: ______________________________________________
In Honor of: ______________________________________________
Amount Enclosed $ ___________________________
Please check all your preferences:
I wish to donate to The Memorial Fund.
I wish to donate for flowers in the courtyard.
I wish to purchase a plant.
All flowers are foil wrapped and cost $14.00 each.
Please indicate the number and type of plant preferred.
_____ Lilies (one per pot)
_____Tulips
_____ Hyacinths
After the service:
_____ I will pick up my plant.
_____ I would like my plant delivered to a homebound individual.

Moderator and Council Report

The month of March brought in both the seasons of Lent and of spring.
SSC’s March Moderator’s Report juxtaposes the Dark Wood we are
exploring throughout our Lenten series with the light and renewal of
springtime. Bryan’s sermons remind us that despite (or maybe because of)
the darkness, we receive gifts that will help bring us into the light.
While the pandemic has affected our income streams with fewer rentals
and no holiday fair, it is time to create our budgets for next fiscal
year – and look to the future.
After several months of diligently wearing masks to protect ourselves
and our fellow parishioners, masks will be optional throughout
State Street Church as long as the transmission levels in Cumberland
County remain low.
Coffee hour has been absent, and communion has been less communal
than many of us would like. The Deacons are helping us find our
way back to more traditional communion and new (and safe) ways
of enjoying post-worship fellowship time.
Many of us have felt isolated, wondering where to turn in these dark
days. Emory set up a parent and grandparent "support" group, and a
facilitator from Williston Immanuel led the discussion. They will do
more of these meetings in the future.
Holy week is fast approaching. We will navigate through the dark wood of
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday and wait with great anticipation to
emerge with a sunrise service on the Eastern Promenade and traditional
service in the sanctuary for our Easter celebrations!
Respectfully and joyfully submitted,
Peg and Devin

Missions Board News
Shortly after the start of the Russian invasion of Ukraine, the United Church of
Christ issued a powerful statement which can be found at ucc.org. That was
followed by this passage from Proverbs 6:16-19:
There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to
him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,
a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, a
false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among
brothers.
The passage was then followed by a lengthy prayer, the conclusion of which
was the following:
Make us a people who love our children, all of our children, more than we
love greed, power, and control. Overturn governments of tyranny wherever
they are found. Disrupt the intentions of evil and give us power to stand
against demonic forces of greed and control. Grant that peace and
justice come to warring nations by the hands of those courageous
enough to stand and
study war no more. Let thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven, we
pray.
In Jesus’ name, Amen
In the March 17th issue of This Week at SSC the Missions Board provided 5
agencies assisting the people of Ukraine. Below is an additional listing.
Medical Services
UNICEF USA
International Medical Corps
Medical Supplies:
Americares
Project C.U.R.E.
Water, Sanitation, Hygiene:
Heart to Heart International
Catholic Relief Services

Emergency Housing:
World Vision
UNICEF USA
Other (cash, vouchers, logistic supply)
World Vision
American Jewish Joint Distribution

Christian Education and Tri-Church Activities
Dear Church Family!
I can’t believe it is already Spring! We have some exciting opportunities for kids,
families, and all ages during the month of April. If you have any questions about these
events, please reach out to Emory Burke: emory@wiuc.org
Tri-Church Meditative Walk. Saturday, April 9. 2:00pm-3:30pm.
Oat Nuts Park Trail.
All ages are invited to join us for a meditative, Lenten nature walk at Oat Nuts Park
Trail. This event is kid, family, and adult friendly. We will have a guest leader who will
guide us to think about our Lenten journeys on this 1 mile trail. The park features a
popular trail that connects to the Presumpscot River Preserve. This is a footpath and
gravel trail through the woods. The Lyseth/Moore Trail can be reached via sidewalks on
Summit Street and Sumac Street.
Oat Nuts Park Access: Please do not park at the end of Surrey Ln. Recommended
parking is at the Lyseth School or Overset Rd. Park Trail address is 189 Summit St,
Portland, ME 04103.
Parent and Grandparent Discussion Group. Tuesday, April 12. 8:30pm-9:30pm.
Zoom.
The Tri-Church Initiative is creating a supportive, conversational space for parents and
grandparent caregivers to talk about spiritual questions and how to have conversations
with children on things that matter (for example: death, war, race, and gender). The
group will be facilitated by Rev. Nicole Diroff (a member of Williston-Immanuel) and
leadership will be shared based on interest. To start the group intends to meet via zoom
at 8:30pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. Next gathering: April 12.

Zoom Link: 872 7902 9913
Intergenerational Worship Service. Sunday, April 24. 10:00am.
We especially invite children and families to this creative worship service where we
come together as different generations to worship in different ways. This service will be
available in-person and online.
I hope you have a great April and can join us in one or more of our activities!
~Emory Burke

Our Mission Work
State Street Church
United Church of Christ
Portland, Maine
How you can help!
Donate any of the following for our Kindness Kits:
o Warm winter gloves and socks for adults
o Cereal bars, mints of any kind, chewing gum
o Small toothpaste, shampoo, lotion, body powder,
deodorant, hand sanitizer, packets of tissues, combs, chap
stick and small bars of soap

Lessons from the Past:
o Unhoused individuals are often unable to carry large
containers of personal care products around with them due
to limited space (backpack...) Imagine carrying all of one
own’s possessions daily – not an easy task.
o It is so important to donate unopened items. Samples from
hotels are fine but they must be unopened.
Join our team putting together our Kindness Kits.
Contact Eunice Bentley at eunicebentley@gmail.com or Barbara
Conroy at conroybarbara02@gmail.com for further information.

Women’s “Retreat Event”
Spring 2022

There are still plans for an “event” instead of the women’s retreat that we had
to cancel for this year. It will consist of a “service project” (exact details to be
determined), a catered lunch at the church, a chance to chat with Bryan, singing,
and time to just be together and chat. While the date had originally been set for
January, it has been postponed to later in the spring – date to be determined. A
combination of the recent Omicron surge and the lack of adequate heat in the
church led to the postponement. We will get through this and be together again!
Stay tuned.

Book Group
Will resume in May.

April
Andrea Hyland
Camille Derrig
Pardis Delijani
Audrey Soule
Jamieson Webking
Scott Smyth
Jessica Doughty
Rebecca Skolnik
Sarah Ingabire
Orla Ginelle Muganwa
Brad Manter

2022
4/1
4/2
4/8
4/9
4/12
4/16
4/19
4/22
4/27
4/27
4/30

Birthdays

If you have a birthday this month,
but are not on the list, please email
us at office@statesreetchurch.org

It's happening! The old boiler is being dismantled and
salvaged.
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